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Secrerart "

dr, Deonald Clark, Secretary

Feasral Trzde Cormiszion

A0C Fennsylvania Avenue NW, Hoom H-159 -
Washington, D. C. 205EC

pear Mr, Clark:

In response %0 the FTC Hequest For Corments regarding the Trade megulaticn on Funeral
Industry Fractices with a deadline of July 12, 1999, the Funeral & Memorial Society
of Chattanocoza by a resoluticn of the Board cn June 10, 1599, approved and requested
the TC act favorably on the following:

(2) The Funeral rule is needed; the interest of the consumer and the putlic is
better served through the w¥FANSICN cf this rule.

(¥) Coods and services should te (1) itemized in detail, (2) standarcized through-
out the industry in their reporting so that the consumer can compare, (3) a-
vailabtle to the public upon rejuest by the standardized form vertally, written,
cr by telephone, and (L) categecrized in such a manner readily understandable
by the consumer for all available options. The industry should elimirate all
haﬂ671ng fees and the censumer shculd be vested with the right of declining any
service or product within bthe guidelines of Public Health.

{c) Irsurance compariss rremeted bty the funeral industry for preplanred and prepaid
funeral pollclas,snoulc te regulated to the extent that the consumer (a) receives
a cory of the policy; showing explicitly the terms, a receipt of the premiums und
amount, () is notified the pelicy is the paid-up type in writing(if this is true),
hhie premiums reid as itemized covers all cost “cr the future with no aduitional
zssessments, and ary inceme received by the insurance comparny freom the premiums
tax-exenrt by the insured.
(d) Large comglomerates have established a monorely fcr all aspects of the funeral
industry; therefore, cemeteries, monument and casket cealers should te regulated
by the ¥Funeral Rule. Casket dealers or sellers should not be required to be
licensed as a Fureral Director. Public interest favcrs the non-profit cemeteries.

(e} Rules and.- regulations vary from state tc state; therefore, the rTC needs to
establish uniform metheds and precedures.

(f) Explore renalties for violation of the rules and make adjustments in those
penalties based on compliance.

Vergsatruly yours,

Sam J. Elkirs, Soard Member
By the authority of the Board



