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My 2 Cents RE: The Fairness to Contact Lens Consumers Act of 2003

To Whom It May Concern:

I never write these types of letters , but it has come to my attention that there is lobbying effort by some eye doctors and
their associations to take away my right to have a copy of my contact lens prescription from my eye doctor and to limit
my right to choose where I fulfill such a prescription. I do not believe that eye doctors should be able to tell me where to
purchase my glasses or contacts.

I remember very distinctly how outraged I was the first time an eye doctor refused my request for a copy of my
prescription back in late 2001 and the hoops they put me through just to obtain a prescription I already paid for to replace
glasses I had lost. A prescription I might add that was still valid , but because I choose to make a purchase at a "chain
store , I was refused! No consumer should ever have to go through such an experience.

I believe once I have paid an eye doctor for their medical advice on the "health" of my eyes , where I choose to purchase
my corrective lenses should be a decision I make alone. Just as other physicians cannot choose where I am going to
have elective surgery or the like , eye doctors should not have the ability to withhold my prescription on any grounds.
What if a doctor wrote me a prescription for Penicillin to cure some ill , but I could only purchase it at a pharmacy they
owned and at inflated prices they determined? How would this impact my neighborhood pharmacy? What kind of outcry
would there be? I think we all would agree that this would be intolerable and would never be considered. The lobbying
effort by some eye doctors to withhold my prescription or determine where I choose to make my purchases is equally
outrageous.

I want to maintain what I believe to be my right to have my prescription provided to me regardless of where I choose to
ultimately obtain my glasses or contacts. Please do not give into the lobbying efforts of the eye doctors and their
associations and allow me to exercise my rights in a free marketplace. I cannot believe the Federal Trade Commission
would consider limiting purchasing choices of consumers. The only way we can guarantee that eye doctors provide the
best prices for corrective lenses , is to maintain our current rights to have our prescriptions and to force the eye doctors to
continue to provide me with a copy of such prescriptions. I should not be forced to purchase my corrective lenses from
my eye doctor and they should not be allowed to withhold my prescription under any circumstance.

Please do the right thing for consumers and do not give into the pressure of a hypocritical few. Maintain my rights under
the recently passed "Fairness to Contact Lens Consumers Act of 2003" . It is the best resolution for consumers like me
with a condition ("bad eyes ) I did not choose to have.

The free market of choices is the truly the best solution to this issue.

Best Regards

Zev R.

J. "Zev" Radziwill


